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Lecture Notes – Week 4 

PT626 Spiritual Warfare  

Dr. Rob Covell  

 

Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels  

 

Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 

The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) present spiritual warfare as a central theme in 
Jesus’ ministry. The conflict involves Satan and his forces opposing God’s kingdom, with 
Jesus’ authority bringing victory over evil. 

 

I. Key Themes of Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 

1. Jesus confronts Satan directly 

o Temptation in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13) 

o Jesus resists Satan’s offers of power, pleasure, and pride using Scripture. 

2. Authority over demonic forces 

o Jesus casts out demons (Mark 1:23–27; Luke 8:26–39). 

o Demonstrates God’s kingdom invading and displacing Satan’s influence. 

3. Healing as spiritual victory 

o Exorcism often accompanies physical healing (Matt. 9:32–33; Mark 9:14–29). 

o Sickness and oppression are linked to spiritual bondage. 

4. Parables of the kingdom and Satan’s schemes 
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o Satan is described as the thief who steals, the sower of weeds, and the 
tempter (Matt. 13:19, 39; 1 John 3:8). 

o Kingdom growth involves overcoming demonic opposition. 

5. Teaching disciples to engage in spiritual warfare 

o Jesus equips followers to pray, resist evil, and rely on God’s power (Matt. 
6:13; 10:1; Luke 10:19). 

 

II. Table: Jesus’ Encounters with Spiritual Opposition 

Event 
Spiritual 
Opponent 

Jesus’ Action / 
Response 

Outcome / Significance 

Temptation in wilderness 
(Matt. 4:1–11) 

Satan 
Uses Scripture to 
resist temptation 

Demonstrates authority over 
Satan; models reliance on 
God 

Healing demon-
possessed man in 
Capernaum (Mark 1:23–
27) 

Unclean spirit 
Commands 
demon to leave 

Shows Jesus’ authority over 
spiritual oppression; amazes 
witnesses 

Gerasene demoniac 
(Mark 5:1–20) 

Legion of 
demons 

Casts demons 
into pigs 

Spiritual liberation for 
oppressed man; 
demonstrates cosmic 
authority 

Healing and deliverance 
of mute and blind (Matt. 
12:22–29) 

Demonic 
influence 

Casts out demon 
Establishes kingdom 
authority; illustrates Satan 
defeated through Jesus 

Feeding multitudes and 
exorcisms combined 

Forces 
opposing 
God’s order 

Miracles and 
exorcisms 

Kingdom of God breaking into 
human experience 

 

III. Table: Types of Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 
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Type Description 
Example from 
Gospels 

Significance 

Direct 
Confrontation 

Jesus faces Satan 
personally 

Wilderness 
temptation 

Shows power of God’s 
Word; models human 
resistance 

Deliverance / 
Exorcism 

Expulsion of demons 
from humans 

Gerasene 
demoniac; 
Capernaum 
healing 

Jesus demonstrates 
authority over evil spirits 

Healing and 
Liberation 

Physical/mental 
restoration linked to 
spiritual power 

Healing blind, 
mute, and crippled 

Spiritual oppression often 
has physical manifestation 

Kingdom 
Parables 

Teachings about Satan’s 
schemes 

Parable of sower 
and weeds 

Reveals cosmic battle; 
God’s kingdom grows amid 
opposition 

Empowering 
Disciples 

Instruction for spiritual 
engagement 

Sending 70/72, 
giving authority 
over demons 

Spiritual warfare is 
participatory; believers 
exercise God-given 
authority 

 

IV. Summary Insight 

In the Gospels, spiritual warfare is both cosmic and practical: 

• Cosmic: Jesus confronts Satan and demonic forces, demonstrating God’s 
supremacy. 

• Practical: Healing, deliverance, and teaching equip humanity to resist evil. 

• Kingdom-focused: Spiritual warfare is not an abstract battle; it advances God’s 
kingdom and liberates humanity from oppression. 

 

V. Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 
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The Gospels present spiritual warfare as central to Jesus’ ministry, showing His authority 
over Satan, demons, and all forces opposing God’s kingdom. Spiritual warfare manifests in 
temptation, deliverance, healing, and teaching disciples to engage the enemy. 

 

I. Key Themes of Spiritual Warfare 

1. Jesus Confronts Satan Directly 

o Temptation in the wilderness tests Jesus’ obedience (Matt. 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–
13). 

o Uses Scripture to resist lies and offers of worldly power. 

2. Authority over Demonic Forces 

o Jesus casts out demons demonstrating God’s kingdom advancing into 
human affairs (Mark 1:23–27; Luke 8:26–39). 

3. Healing as Spiritual Victory 

o Physical healing often accompanies liberation from demonic oppression 
(Matt. 9:32–33; Mark 9:14–29). 

4. Teaching about Satan’s Schemes 

o Parables describe Satan as the thief, tempter, and sower of weeds (Matt. 
13:19, 39; Luke 22:31). 

5. Equipping Disciples for Warfare 

o Jesus empowers followers to resist evil and exercise authority (Luke 10:19; 
Matt. 10:1). 

 

II. Table 1: Key Encounters of Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 

Event 
Spiritual 
Opponent 

Jesus’ Action / 
Response 

Outcome / 
Significance 

Scripture 
Reference 

Temptation in 
wilderness 

Satan 
Uses Scripture 
to resist 
temptation 

Demonstrates 
authority over Satan; 
models reliance on 
God 

Matt. 4:1–11; 
Luke 4:1–13 
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Event 
Spiritual 
Opponent 

Jesus’ Action / 
Response 

Outcome / 
Significance 

Scripture 
Reference 

Healing demon-
possessed man in 
Capernaum 

Unclean spirit 
Commands 
demon to leave 

Shows Jesus’ authority 
over spiritual 
oppression 

Mark 1:23–27; 
Luke 4:33–36 

Gerasene 
demoniac 

Legion of 
demons 

Casts demons 
into pigs 

Spiritual liberation; 
cosmic authority of 
Jesus 

Mark 5:1–20; 
Luke 8:26–39 

Healing 
mute/blind 

Demonic 
influence 

Casts out 
demon 

Confirms kingdom 
authority; defeat of evil 

Matt. 12:22–
29; Luke 
11:14–22 

Feeding 
multitudes & 
exorcisms 
combined 

Forces 
opposing 
God’s order 

Miracles and 
exorcisms 

Kingdom of God 
breaking into human 
experience 

Matt. 14:13–
21; Mark 6:30–
44 

 

III. Table 2: Types of Spiritual Warfare in the Gospels 

Type Description Example 
Scripture 
Reference 

Significance 

Direct 
Confrontation 

Jesus faces Satan 
personally 

Wilderness 
temptation 

Matt. 4:1–11; 
Luke 4:1–13 

Shows power of God’s 
Word; models human 
resistance 

Deliverance / 
Exorcism 

Casting out 
demons 

Gerasene 
demoniac; 
Capernaum 
healing 

Mark 1:23–
27; Luke 
8:26–39 

Jesus demonstrates 
authority over evil 
spirits 

Healing and 
Liberation 

Physical 
restoration linked 
to spiritual 
oppression 

Blind, mute, 
paralyzed healed 

Matt. 9:32–
33; Mark 
9:14–29 

Spiritual oppression 
often manifests 
physically 
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Type Description Example 
Scripture 
Reference 

Significance 

Kingdom 
Parables 

Teachings about 
Satan’s schemes 

Parable of sower 
and weeds 

Matt. 13:19, 
39; Luke 
22:31 

Reveals cosmic 
battle; God’s kingdom 
grows amid 
opposition 

Equipping 
Disciples 

Instruction for 
spiritual 
engagement 

Sending 
disciples with 
authority over 
demons 

Luke 10:19; 
Matt. 10:1 

Spiritual warfare is 
participatory; 
believers exercise 
God-given authority 

 

IV. Summary Insight 

1. Cosmic Conflict: Jesus directly confronts Satan and his forces, showing God’s 
ultimate authority. 

2. Human Participation: Followers are equipped to resist evil and exercise kingdom 
authority. 

3. Kingdom Advancement: Spiritual warfare is not abstract; it is tied to liberation, 
healing, and the expansion of God’s kingdom. 

4. Victory through Christ: Demonic powers are overcome through faith, obedience, 
and Jesus’ divine authority. 

 


